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HYMN— #175—Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise
STAND
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for
his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you
and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
OH, TASTE AND SEE
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M: Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right hand you rule the
nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we
may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Acts 1:1-11 (NIV)
1
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me
speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
6
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?”
7
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
9
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
10
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood
beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has
been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
PSALM (spoken responsively)

Psalm 47

Refrain
Clap your hands, all you nations;*
shout to God with cries of joy.
How awesome is the LORD Most High,*
the great King over all the earth!
God reigns over the nations;*
God is seated on his holy throne.
Refrain
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God has ascended amid shouts of joy,*
the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.
Sing praises to God, sing praises;*
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the King of all the earth;*
sing to him a psalm of praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 1:16-23 (NIV)

16

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him
better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name
that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet
and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Surely I will be with you always, to the very end
of the age. Alleluia. (Matthew 28:20b cf. NIV)

STAND
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GOSPEL

Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

44

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written:
The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send
you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
50
When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY— #173—On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build
SERMON (sermon text Ephesians 1:16-23)

“The Purpose of Christ's Ascension”

STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

OFFERING
STAND
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful. You have provided green forests and refreshing streams.
You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our work and rest.
C: Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze.
M: Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink. Thank you for our work,
for projects that are done well, and for the approval of supervisors and teachers. Thank you for all who serve at
night to make our days more pleasant.
C: Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for the joys of human friendships.
M: Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and highways, and for all of life
that flows so swiftly before us.
C: Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and their shouts of joy and laughter.
M: Thank you for the morning greetings we receive, and for all the smiles that come from faces loved by you.
C: Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their care.
M: Gracious God, we thank you for adopting us into your family through the miracle of your grace, and for calling us
to be brothers and sisters to each other. Today, loving God, we pray for our mothers who cared for us when we
were helpless, who comforted us when we were hurt, and whose love and care we often took for granted.
Today we also pray for: those who are grieving the loss of their mother, those who never knew their biological mother,
and now yearn for her, those who have experienced the wonder of an adopted mother's love, the families separated by war or conflict. Lord, give them special blessings.
Father of glory, Your Son, our Lord Jesus, in His incarnation, took on our created human flesh and was born of the Virgin Mary. He submitted to His mother, honoring and obeying her, so fulfilling the commandment where we have
not. On this Mothers’ Day, graciously accept our thanksgiving for our mothers, whom you have given to us. Teach
us to honor them aright — loving, obeying and giving thanks for them, as is fitting in Your sight. Strengthen all
women with child and protect them in their deliverance. Comfort all women who long to have children, but cannot, that they may find their consolation in You and Your unfailing love. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hear us, Lord, as we give thanks for personal blessings.
Silent prayer.
M: Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and sacraments, for his giving and forgiving,
and for listening to our prayers. Receive our gifts and offerings as our sacrifice of praise.
C: Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
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on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BE SEATED

HYMN #174—See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph
STAND

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit
to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life
and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

HYMN #169—Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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News And Notes
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
WELCOME!
Welcome to worship! We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today. Guests, if there is anything we can
do to make your worship more meaningful, please do not hesitate to ask us. Pastor, the ushers, and all members of
our Bethany family stand ready to serve you. May the Lord bless your worship!
THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVE
A special “thank you” to those who served their Lord by serving us this morning, our violinists, our organist, and our
ushers. Thank you for edifying and beautifying our worship with your service.
NARCISI WINERY FELLOWSHIP — MAY 21st
Here is a reminder that a group from Bethany is planning to go to the Narcisi Winery on Saturday, May 21 for some
fun and fellowship. The winery has live music outside that day from 2pm to 5pm. Patrons are permitted to bring their
own food to enjoy while listening. The only thing that Narcisi asks is if you would like to have some wine, that it is purchased at the winery. Please add your name to the signup sheet in the narthex if you are interested and have not yet
signed up.
VBS AND WEST DEER COMMUNITY DAYS VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED
If you are willing to help with either of these outreach opportunities and have not yet signed up on the signup sheets
in the narthex, please do so ASAP so we can determine if we have enough people to properly staff each event. Please
help those who are planning these events by indicating your willingness if you are able. We do need to have enough
people signed up to properly and safely plan either event.

APRIL FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR BETHANY
In the month of March, total income from all sources (contributions, preschool, and interest) was $10,679.50.
Our weekly budget is $2,540, and April was a four Sunday month, resulting in a $519.50 monthly budget surplus.
Please note that these numbers include a $4,000 designated offering toward the church carpet/flooring project.
These numbers are subject to review and approval at our May council meeting.
LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP
In last Sunday’s worship, 28 people were fed and strengthened by the Word of God and 23 took communion.

Our Walk For God
THIS WEEK AT BETHANY...
Mon
9

Tue
10

Wed
11

Thu
12

No Bible Study

Serving next Sunday: Altar: Stadler; Greeter: Ringler; Ushers: Team C (F)

Fri
13
7:30p—Fellowship
Bible Study at
Hamiltons
(The Doctrine of
Vocation)

Sat
14

Sun
15
9:00a Adult Bible
Study and Sunday
School
10:30a Worship

