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HYMN— #224—God Himself Is Present
STAND
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for
his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you
and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
OH, TASTE AND SEE
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M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the
soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Genesis 12:1-8 (EHV)

1

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away from your relatives and from your father’s
house and go to the land that I will show you. 2I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name
great. You will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you. All of the
families of the earth will be blessed in you.”
4
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him. Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother’s son, and all the possessions they had accumulated
and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to travel to the land of Canaan. Eventually they arrived in the land of Canaan. 6Abram passed through the land until he came to the Oak of Moreh at the place called
Shechem. The Canaanites were in the land at that time.
7
The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” Abram built an altar there to
the Lord, who had appeared to him.
8
He moved on from there to the hill country east of Bethel and pitched his tent there, with Bethel on the west
and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and proclaimed the name of the Lord.
PSALM

Psalm 121

Refrain
I lift up my eyes to the hills.*
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD,*
the maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip,*
he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel*
will neither slumber nor sleep.
Refrain
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The LORD watches over you,*
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
The LORD will keep you from all harm,*
he will watch over your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and going*
both now and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
SECOND LESSON

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 (EHV)

1

What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered according to the flesh? 2If indeed Abraham
had been justified by works, he would have had a reason to boast—but not before God. 3For what does Scripture say?
“Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
4
Now to a person who works, his pay is not counted as a gift but as something owed. 5But to the person who
does not work but believes in the God who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited to him as righteousness.
13
Indeed, the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not given to Abraham or his descendants
through the law, but through the righteousness that is by faith. 14To be sure, if people are heirs by the law, faith is
empty and the promise is nullified. 15For law brings wrath. (Where there is no law, there is no transgression.) 16For this
reason, the promise is by faith, so that it may be according to grace and may be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s descendants—not only to the one who is a descendant by law, but also to the one who has the faith of Abraham. He is
the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”
VERSE OF THE DAY
Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:8b)
STAND

GOSPEL
5

John 4:5-26 (EHV)

So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the piece of land Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s
well was there. Then Jesus, being tired from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.
7
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone into
town to buy food.)
9
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan
woman?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
10
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”
11
“Sir,” she said, “you don’t even have a bucket, and the well is deep. So where do you get this living water?
12
You are not greater than our father Jacob, are you? He gave us this well and drank from it himself, as did his sons
and his animals.”
13
Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I
will give him will never be thirsty ever again. Rather, the water I will give him will become in him a spring of water,
bubbling up to eternal life.”
15
“Sir, give me this water,” the woman said to him, “so I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to
draw water.”
16
Jesus told her, “Go, call your husband, and come back here.”
17
“I have no husband,” the woman answered.
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Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say, ‘I have no husband.’ 18In fact, you have had five husbands, and
the man you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true.”
19
“Sir,” the woman replied, “I see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you
Jews insist that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21
Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will not worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know, because salvation is from the Jews. 23But a time is coming and now is here when the real worshippers will worship the Father in spirit
and in truth, for those are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and in truth.”
25
The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one called Christ). “When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
26
Jesus said to her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.”
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY— #391—God Loved the World So that He Gave
SERMON (sermon text Genesis 12:1-8)

“Walking by Faith”

STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

OFFERING
STAND
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after day.
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.
M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations of the devil,
the world, and our sinful nature.
C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them
a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.
M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and
the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils
may threaten them.
C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort all who are
old and infirm.
M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and schools upright
and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace,
security, and well-being.
C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. Where there is
hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to
help and restore.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take all that we have,
our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.
C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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BE SEATED

HYMN #120—What Wondrous Love Is This
STAND

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

HYMN #118—O Dearest Lord, Thy Sacred Head
Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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News And Notes
WELCOME!
Welcome to worship! We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today. Guests, if there is anything we can
do to make your worship more meaningful, please do not hesitate to ask us.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVE
A special “thank you” to those who served their Lord by serving us this morning, our violinists, our organist, and our
ushers. Thank you for edifying and beautifying our worship with your service.

MLS CONCERT CHOIR AT BETHANY SUNDAY, MARCH 26 — 2 SUNDAYS AWAY!
On Sunday, March 26th, the Michigan Lutheran Seminary Concert Choir will be
singing at our Sunday worship service. This is an amazing privilege for such a small
congregation as Bethany. Please plan on attending, and also invite your friends
and neighbors. A meal will follow the worship service sacred concert. Let’s show
them the love of Bethany!
BETHANY SPONSORED MOVIE AT CINEMARK NORTH HILLS THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 7:30 P.M. — CONFIRMED!
Bethany is sponsoring a showing of the new documentary movie on the life and legacy of Martin Luther at 7:30 PM on
Thursday, March 30th at the Cinemark North Hills Theater. The movie is confirmed! To buy tickets, please go to
https://www.tugg.com/events/a-return-to-grace-luther-s-life-and-legacy-vqvg and purchase your tickets for yourselves and friends. Of the 86 tickets so far purchased, 16 are known to be for members, 43 for non-members, and 27
are either unknown or yet unclaimed. We still have 9 free tickets that have been purchased for anyone who wants
them for a friend of community member (or for yourself if it helps with your finances). We can still sell 30 more tickets
before the theater is sold out. For those who asked Pastor to buy a ticket for them, he has your tickets!
APRIL 1 PARENTS’ DAY OUT — ALL HANDS ON DECK!
We are currently planning a Parents’ Day Out for Saturday, April 1st, 10am—2pm. Please consider volunteering your
time, talents or treasures to support this outreach. Speak with Pastor or Vicki Fronk to let us know in what capacity you
are able to assist. The more the merrier. THANK YOU.
LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP
In last Sunday’s worship, 49 people were fed and strengthened by the Word of God and 36 took communion. At our
midweek Lenten worship, 26 were in attendance for our evening devotion.

Our Walk For God
THIS WEEK AT BETHANY...
Mon
13

Tue

Wed

14

15

7:00p Bible Study

Thu
16

Fri
17

Sat

Sun

18

19

7:00 Lenten Service

School of Outreach

9:00a Sunday School

Ushers: C

Strongsville, Ohio

and Adult Bible
Study

Happy birthday
Rachel Varisco!

Serving next Sunday: Altar: Stadler; Greeter: Griepentrog; Ushers: Team A/H

Happy birthday
MJ Beckwith!

10:30a Worship

