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HYMN—#387—Drawn to the Cross
STAND

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against
the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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O LORD, OUR LORD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right hand of your power to defend us
against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 42:14-21 (EHV)

14

I have been silent for a long time. I have kept still. I have restrained myself. Like a woman giving birth, I will
scream. I will gasp and pant. 15I will dry up mountains and hills. I will make all their grass wither. I will turn rivers into
islands. I will dry up pools. 16I will lead the blind on a way they do not know. Along paths they do not know I will direct them. Ahead of them I will turn darkness into light and rough places into level ground. These are the promises I
will accomplish for them. I will not abandon them. 17They will be turned back and be completely disgraced—those
who trust in an idol, those who say to molten images, “You are our gods.
18
You deaf ones, listen! You blind ones, watch carefully so you can see! 19Who is so blind as my servant or so
deaf as my messenger whom I sent? Who is so blind as my covenant partner and so blind as the servant of the LORD?
20
You see many things, but you do not observe. He opens his ears, but he does not hear. 21Because of his righteousness the LORD was pleased to make his law great and glorious.
PSALM OF THE DAY

Refrain
O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;*
in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief.
Do not bring your servant into judgment,*
for no one living is righteous before you.
My spirit grows faint within me;*
my heart within me is dismayed.
Refrain
Answer me quickly, O LORD;*
do not hide your face from me.
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,*
for I have put my trust in you.
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Psalm 143

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;*
may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 5:8-14 (EHV)

8

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light, 9for the fruit of the
light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth. 10Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord, 11and do not participate in fruitless deeds of darkness. Instead, expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention the things that are done
by people in secret. 13But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes things visible.
14
Therefore it is said, “Awake, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
VERSE OF THE DAY
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in
him may have eternal life. (John 3:14, 15)
STAND

GOSPEL

John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 (EHV)

1

As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3
Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s works might be revealed in
connection with him. 4I must do the works of him who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work.
5
As long as I am in the world, I am the Light of the World.”
6
After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and spread the mud on the man’s
7
eyes. “Go,” Jesus told him, “wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came back
seeing.
13
They brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made
the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees also asked him how he received his sight.
“He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now I see.”
16
Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he does not keep the Sabbath.” Others
were saying, “How can a sinful man work such miraculous signs?”
There was division among them, 17so they said to the blind man again, “What do you say about him, because
he opened your eyes?”
The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
34
They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you presume to teach us?” And they threw him
out.
35
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked, “Do you believe in the Son of
God?”
36
“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?”
37
Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking with you.”
38
Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him.
39
Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who do not see will see, and those who
do see will become blind.”
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After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY — #343—Christ Is the World’s Light
SERMON (sermon text Ephesians 5:8-14)
STAND

NICENE CREED

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
BE SEATED

OFFERING
STAND
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“It’s Time to Wake Up!”

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by his obedient death
on the cross.
C: We confess that without your love we are lost.
M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of our faith.
C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the cost.
M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution for the sake of the
kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do
what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians.
C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.
M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely,
those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors
of life with a heavy heart.
C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their comfort and hope.
M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social workers and caring
friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the dying.
C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of death, that we
may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He
sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Sanctus

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

Agnus Dei

BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
HYMN —#121—Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing
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THANKSGIVING
STAND

THANK THE LORD

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world,
that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

HYMN — #379—Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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News And Notes
WELCOME!

Welcome to worship! We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today. Guests, if there is anything we can
do to make your worship more meaningful, please do not hesitate to ask us. Pastor, the ushers, and all members of
our Bethany family stand ready to serve you. May the Lord bless your worship!

THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVE
A special “thank you” to those who served their Lord by serving us this morning, our violinists, our organist, and our
ushers. Thank you for edifying and beautifying our worship with your service.

MLS CONCERT CHOIR NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 26
On Sunday, March 26th, the Michigan Lutheran Seminary Concert Choir will be
singing at our Sunday worship service. This is an amazing privilege for such a small
congregation as Bethany. Please plan on attending, and also invite your friends
and neighbors. A meal will follow the worship service sacred concert. Let’s show
them the love of Bethany!
BETHANY SPONSORED MOVIE AT CINEMARK NORTH HILLS THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 7:30 P.M. — CONFIRMED!
Bethany is sponsoring a showing of the new documentary movie on the life and legacy of Martin Luther at 7:30 PM on
Thursday, March 30th at the Cinemark North Hills Theater. The movie is confirmed! To buy tickets, please go to
https://www.tugg.com/events/a-return-to-grace-luther-s-life-and-legacy-vqvg and purchase your tickets for yourselves and friends. Of the 86 tickets so far purchased, 16 are known to be for members, 43 for non-members, and 27
are either unknown or yet unclaimed. We still have 9 free tickets that have been purchased for anyone who wants
them for a friend of community member (or for yourself if it helps with your finances). We can still sell 30 more tickets
before the theater is sold out. For those who asked Pastor to buy a ticket for them, he has your tickets!
APRIL 1 PARENTS’ DAY OUT — ALL HANDS ON DECK!
We are currently planning a Parents’ Day Out for Saturday, April 1st, 10am—2pm. Please consider volunteering your
time, talents or treasures to support this outreach. Speak with Pastor or Vicki Fronk to let us know in what capacity you
are able to assist. The more the merrier. THANK YOU.
LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP
In Sunday’s worship, 37 people were fed and strengthened by the Word of God. 18 were at Wednesday PM worship.

Our Walk For God
THIS WEEK AT BETHANY...
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

20

21

22

23

10:00a-2:00p

7:00p Bible Study

7:00p Lenten
Service
Ushers: B

7:00p Council

Pastor’s Circuit
Meeting at

Meeting

Bethany

Serving next Sunday: Altar: Stadler; Greeter: Hamilton; Ushers: Team D

Fri
24

Sat
25

Sun
26
10:30a MLS Concert Choir at Worship

